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By Chris Lawson (www.spiritual-
research-network.com)

“Let no man deceive you by any
means... Remember ye not, that,
when I was yet with you, I told you
these things?” — 2 Thessalonians
2:3-5.

The word “imperative” is defined
as: “A command; an order; an obli-
gation; a duty.”!

Applied to the world of spiritu-
ality and terminology, we would
say that it is “imperative” that we
define our terms. As discerning
Christians it is part of our duty to
know what spiritual terms mean
and to stay away from those things
that could lead to spiritual harm.
To not do so can be disastrous.

Cult, Occult, New Age

Many Christians today have no
idea what is referred to when cer-
tain terms come to the forefront.
Terminology such as New Age, oc-
cult, cult, contemplative spirituality,
yoga, Reiki, Word Faith, positive
confession, and “centering prayer”
are often used in “spiritual” conver-
sation. Because of ignorance, undis-
cerning people oftentimes embrace
these alternative spiritual move-
ments and fall away from the truth.
When defining terms such as these,
we are not trying to belittle group
leaders or pigeonhole individuals as
“evil, “unkind” or “immoral.” We
are simply defining terms that de-
scribe movements, teachings, groups
and individuals that are involved
with doctrines or practices that are
generally considered to be outside
the doctrines of historic Christianity.
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What Is A “Cult”’?

The term “cult” is based on a farming term [Latin
— cultus] meaning cultivation and is oftentimes used
in relation to a religious structure or belief system
that has meanings unique to their disciplines or
group. In the Christian setting, the term “cult” can
refer to a system of religious beliefs or rituals that
are polarized around one person’s misinterpreta-
tion of the biblical person of Jesus Christ.

In many cases, inside and outside the church,
the term “cult” has been used as a loaded term to
describe any religious group one views as strange
or dangerous. People also use the word “cult” to
describe “religious leaders or organizations that
employ abusive, manipulative, or illegal control
over their followers’ lives.”

Christians generally consider “cults” to believe
and teach doctrines that are outside the confines
of the essential doctrines of the historic Christian
faith. In this sense, “cults” and “cultic teachings”
derive from serious deviations from the essential
doctrines of classical Christianity. Furthermore, as
previously stated, most “cults” revolve around the
unbiblical interpretation of the person and work
of Jesus Christ. In most cases, groups that claim
to be Christian but have severely deviated from the
central doctrines of the Christian faith (God, Je-
sus, and salvation) should be recognized as “non-
Christian cults,” or “psudeo-Christian cults.” That
is, they say they are Christian and appear to be
Christian, but they are clearly not Christian at all (i.e.
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormon’s, Christian Science,
Christadelphians, etc.).

Theologically, these are not Christian
groups and have no place calling themselves
“Christian,” as their unbiblical teachings at-
tack the foundations of the Christian faith.

What Is The “Occult”?

The term, “occult” comes from the Latin occul-
tus or “hidden.” The word “occult” is generally
used to describe secret and mysterious supernatu-
ral powers or magical, religious rituals.

Throughout history, “occult” practitioners have
attempted to gain supernatural power or knowl-
edge apart from the God of the Bible. The term
“occult” or occultism generally refers to the spiri-
tual practices and secret teachings of witchcraft,
Satanism, and neo-paganism. It also can refer to
the various forms of Psychic activity such as as-
trology, séances, palm reading, etc.

God’s Word clearly condemns occultism in all
its forms. The reason? Once an occult practitioner
opens this door or gateway, the demonic inevita-
bly comes through. All who dabble in the occult,
including Christians, place themselves in hostile
opposition to the creator of the universe. Further-
more, statistics reveal that occult practitioners
across the globe oftentimes suffer the consequenc-
es of delusion, psychoses, paranoia, undiagnos-
able diseases, immorality — including sexual per-
versions — demonic possession, suicide, etc. It’s
for good reason God says don’t have anything to
do with such activities!

What Is The New Age?

The New Age Movement is a belief system that
“encompasses thousands of autonomous and of-
tentimes contradictory beliefs.” New Age prac-
titioners oftentimes utilize occult methods and
techniques for ‘enlightenment’, ‘energy balanc-
ing’, and channeling. The New Age is actually an-
cient paganism clothed in 21st century dress.

The New Age Movement borrows its theology
from pantheistic Eastern religions. Many of its
practices come from 19th century Western occult-
ism that have been brought to the West through
Eastern religious leaders, cultists, yoga instruc-
tors, etc. The Theosophical Society, a group going
back to the late 19th century, was instrumental in
mixing Eastern religions and Western magic —and
then introducing this spiritual mix to Europe and
North America. The New Age Movement in its
modern context was largely birthed through The-
osophy.

The Index of Cults and Religions states that those
caught up in the “New Age Movement” generally
exhibit one or more of the following beliefs [of-
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tentimes in conjunction with “occult” methodol-
ogyl:

1. All is one, all reality 1s part of the whole.

2. Everything is God and God is everything (pan-
theism and pan-en-theism).

3. Man is God or a part of God.

4. Man never dies, but continues to live through
reincarnation.

5. Man can create his own reality and/or values
through transformed consciousness or altered
states of consciousness.

What Is Mysticism?

Mysticism is a vast subject. Many mystics and
many dictionaries define mysticism in a myriad
of ways. Here is a very basic definition from the
Miriam-Webster Online Dictionary:

Mysticism

One entry found for mysticism.

Main Entry: mysetiecism

Pronunciation: \'mis-te-,si-zem\

Function: noun

1: the experience of mystical union or di-
rect communion with ultimate reality reported
by mystics, 2: the belief that direct knowledge of
God, spiritual truth, or ultimate reality can be at-
tained through subjective experience (as intuition
or insight), 3 a: vague speculation: a belief with-
out sound basis, b: a theory postulating the pos-
sibility of direct and intuitive acquisition of inef-
fable knowledge or power

Here is how the Concise Dictionary of the Occult and
New Age defines mysticism:

“The view that awareness of Ultimate Real-
ity may be gained through a heightened state of
mental perception and excitement. The mystical
experience is designed to take participants beyond
the boundaries of reality through a succession of
physical sensations, resulting in the perception
of direct communication with the inner god. The

Labyrinth as a Mystical Tool

goal is to become awakened to the deity within,
thereby uniting with the universal life force. Shar-
ing in this common objective are the Ultimate Re-
ality of the New Age, the satori of Zen, the sama-
dhi of Yoga, and the Nirvana of Hinduism... New
Age mysticism gained its initial popularity during
the 1960’s. Eastern mystics promised their fol-
lowers personal freedom, spiritual fulfillment, and
a limitless array of innate abilities. Even today,
proponents tell initiates they can achieve altered
states of consciousness through self-discipline,
diet, meditation, and the use of hallucinogenic
drugs. They introduce these initiates to ascended
masters who will guide them in their journey to
enlightenment. New Age mystics report feelings
of euphoria, peace, and universal oneness, as well
as a renewal of energy and a greater apprecia-
tion for the earth’s beauty. They assert that uni-
versal life forces have given them intuitive bursts
of insight and creativity. See also: ALTERED
STATES, NEW AGE MOVEMENT, SATORI,
TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION.”

Note On Mysticism:

Reader, please note carefully that Christians
who practice yoga, Contemplative “centering
prayer”, “visualizing Jesus,” “chanting” or in-
wardly rehearsing “mantras” experience the exact
same thing as stated above — “Awakened to the de-
ity within, thereby uniting with the universal life
force.”



Undiscerning Christians are taking mys-
tical concepts, techniques and method and
“Sharing in this common [unbiblical] objec-

tive” of experiencing ‘“the Ultimate Reality
of the New Age, the satori of Zen, the sama-
dhi of Yoga, and the Nirvana of Hinduism...”

This ought to cause serious alarm to any who
profess to follow the Biblical Jesus Christ, and yet
are dabbling in our promoting these alternative
spiritual ways.

What Is Yoga?

The Concise Dictionary of the Occult and New
Age, written by Debra Lardie, describes Yoga this
way:

“A Hindu physical and mental discipline. Hin-
duism teaches that the self is divine and distinct
from the activity associated with the body, mind,
and will. Through yoga’s system of exercises,
people can train their consciousness to control the
body and mind, thereby attaining a higher state of
awareness...”?

“Through the regular practice of yoga, people
can achieve perfect spiritual insight, tranquillity,
and well-being, experiencing freedom from ig-
norance, suffering, and ultimately achieving re-
birth.”?

This dictionary then goes on to describe the ety-
mology of the word “Yoga.”

“The name ‘yoga’ comes from the Sanskrit term
that means ‘to join’ or ‘to unite.” This etymology
fits with the underlying philosophy of yoga. Hin-
dus claim that God is a vital energy source from
which all reality emanates. People are connected
to this universal lie force and are archetypes of it.
According to Hindu teaching, the human predica-
ment is caused by a lack of awareness of this vital
link between people and the cosmic conscious-
ness.”*

Yoga

The goal of Yoga:

“The goal of yoga is to help practitioners reex-
perience their oneness with the universal self. As
people practice yoga, a higher level of connection
with the infinite Oneness will result. Their view
of the world will be radically changed as a par-
ticularization of Ultimate Reality.”>

Several types exist:

“Several types of yoga exist. Jnana yoga re-
fers both to the path of discrimination and wis-
dom, whereas bhakti yoga refers to the path of
love and devotion to a personal god. Kama yoga
refers to the path of selfless action, whereas ha-
tha yoga, which is popular in the West, stresses
physical postures or positions. Japa yoga requires
the repetition of mantras, or sacred sounds, to
enable a person to concentrate without being in-
terrupted by external distractions. Kriya yoga en-
ables devotees to channel cosmic energy to their
souls in order to establish a harmonious union
of the mind, body, and spirit, releasing innate
miraculous powers. Kundalini yoga emphasizes
opening psychic energy centers called chakras
supposedly located up and down the spinal col-
umn. This is thought to animate the Kundalini,
a cosmic force coiled at the base of the spine.”¢



Gurus teach spiritual techniques:

“Typical exercises, such as those found in hatha
yoga, are practiced under the tutelage of a guru
or yogi, a personal religious guide and spiritual
teacher. Gurus teach students to combine a vari-
ety of breathing techniques with asanas, or relax-
ation postures. In each of the postures, students
must first enter the position, then maintain it for a
certain length of time, and finally leave it.”’

And now we come to the place where this writ-
er states very clearly how Westerners have mis-
taken yoga to be “mere breathing and relaxation
exercises,” when 1in reality, “The practice of yoga
serves as a gateway to Eastern mysticism and occult.”

Author Debra Lardie states:

“Some in the West incorrectly think of yoga
as mere breathing and relaxation exercises to de-
velop, stretch, and strengthen the body’s muscles,
extend and align the spinal column, and enhance
cardiovascular circulation. The practice of yoga
serves as a gateway to Eastern mysticism and oc-
cult. Certain postures, such as the lotus position,
are taken to activate the psychic energy centers.
And specific breathing exercises are practiced to
infuse the soul with cosmic energy floating in the
air. A guru might have students gaze at a single
object, such as a candle, to develop and focus
concentration. The guru might have them chant a
mantra to clear their minds and become one with
the object in front of them. The goal is to achieve
increasingly higher meditative states until reach-
ing oneness with the cosmic consciousness. This
state of being is characterized by a blank stare in
which the devotee is receptive to esoteric wisdom
from the Universal Mind. See also: CHAKRA;
HINDUISM; KUNDALINI; LOTUS; MAN-
TRA; YOGANANDA; MPARAMAHANSA.”®

Parting Words

Dear reader, anyone who promotes, teaches,
practices, or endorses any type of cultism, mysti-
cism, occultism or New Ageism is seriously mis-

led and is misleading others! The following Bible
verses ought to be seriously heeded by Christians
and non-Christians alike. All who place any value
whatsoever on human life ought not to dabble in
these dark arts. The reason? Because when one
opens the door to the kingdom of darkness, the
demonic realm is more than willing to come flood-
ing through.

In Deuteronomy 18:9-14 God says:

“When thou art come into the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn
to do after the abominations of those nations.
There shall not be found among you any one that
maketh his son or his daughter to pass through
the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of
times, or an enchanter, or a witch. Or a charmer,
or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard,
or a necromancer. For all that do these things are
an abomination unto the LORD: and because of
these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive
them out from before thee. Thou shalt be per-
fect with the LORD thy God. For these nations,
which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observ-
ers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the
LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.”

It is up to you and you alone to read your Bible,
discern between truth and error, and contend ear-
nestly for the faith that was once for all entrusted
to the saints. (Jude 3-4)

“Prove [test] all things; hold fast [cling tenacious-
ly to] that which is good. Abstain from all ap-
pearance of evil” — 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22.

Something important to remember is this: Cast-
ing aside the Biblical standard of divine revelation
in order to have an “experience with God” will al-
ways end in spiritual disaster. The world of pagan
[and Christian] mysticism and the kingdom of the
occult do just this. They both either reject Biblical
truth outright or they cleverly redefine it in order
to justify having an unbiblical “direct experience”
with the divine. This is done in the name of spiri-
tuality and according to the wisdom of men, not
God. It must be noted that the world of satanic
deception is based on one thing: Experience!



It’s important to note that people somehow
think that if they have a spiritual experience it
must be of God. Which God? Jehovah, the God
of truth? “Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou
hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth” (Psalm
31:5). Or Satan, the god of this world? “But if our
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.” (2 Cor.4:3-4).

The heart of paganism, occultism and mysti-
cism is to have a direct spiritual experience with
the divine — but in doing so, intentionally or un-
intentionally sacrificing the divine revelation in
the form of Biblical truth and discernment. When
Biblical truth is cast aside or distorted in order
to fit one’s own cleverly designed spirituality, one
can be sure that deception will come. This is how
Satan works!

Here’s the reason for defining the terms in this
article: To spare Christians from becoming in-
volved — naively or openly — with pagan spiritu-
ality that leads to spiritual darkness and despair.
Christians today need to be more discerning than
ever before. Let us steer clear from embracing the
paganism, occultism, mysticism and New Age
spirituality that is now prevalent in our world.

c

Chris Lawson heads up the Spiritual Research
Network (www.spiritual-research-network.com).

Endnotes:

Uhttp://www.answers.com/topic/imperative

2 Debra Lardie, Concise Dictionary of the Occult and New Age
(Kregel Publications, 2000), pp.288-289.

3 Ibid.

4 Tbid.

5> Ibid.

¢ Tbid.

7 Ibid.

8 Tbid.

Bloody Utopian Dreams: The
New Age, Commmumnisn, and

Nazism
By Carl Teichrib (www.forcingchange.org)

“Ideas grow out of history; they also shape his-
tory.” — Stuart R. Schram, The Political Thought of
Mao Tse-tung.!

“Power kills; absolute Power kills absolutely.”
— R.J. Rummel, Death By Government.?

Introduction

A number of years ago I wrote a three-part
series titled “Bloody Utopian Dreams.” It dealt
with the New Age view of Communism and dic-
tatorship, as taught by certain New Age leaders,
along with the New Age roots of Nazism and the
spiritual side of “population control.” The article
presented here is a slight revamp of this important
series, with the population aspect excluded for a
later date.

The question arises; why tackle this subject?
Why bother with such a topic?

There’s a simple yet important reason why:
Today’s Western culture is enamored with occult
themes. Our society is bombarded by New Age
concepts — and this hasn’t stayed hidden behind
cultural curtains, such as the make-believe world
of Hollywood. Rather, these themes now shape the
ethics and morals of society.

If that is the case, then we need to understand
how the New Age views damaging political cul-
tures. We also need to explore how one politi-
cal culture, German National Socialism, had its
roots in such teachings. How the New Age con-
nects with Nazism, and its response to Commu-
nism, provides a telling statement. Thus, by better
grasping this subject, we can begin to see where
today’s cultural ethics are shifting.



As our society moves away from Biblical Chris-
tianity and embraces a neo-Pagan framework,
it’s imperative that we wrestle with how this has
looked in the past. And in so doing, we will be bet-
ter equipped to recognize where this worldview is
making inroads today.

This isn’t about fear, it’s about knowledge; and
knowledge properly applied demonstrates wis-
dom.

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole ar-
mor of God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand
therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
and having shod your feet with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of
faith with which you will be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God; praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to
this end with all perseverance and supplication for
all the saints...” — Ephesians 6:10-18

Hammer and Sickle — A New Age
Perspective

Ever since humanity was ushered out of the
Garden of Eden for rebellion against God (Gen-
esis 3), we have been constantly scheming and
working towards unifying Man with some system
of Paradise. From the mystical doctrines of the
Egyptian mystery religions to the hammer and
sickle of the Soviet Union, from Plato’s Republic
and council of “wise men” to the dreams and as-
pirations of a globally enhanced United Nations
— mankind has sought to create the “perfect uto-
pian” society shaped in Man’s image.

The New Age Movement fits in nicely with this
concept, envisioning a spiritually evolved human-
ity coupled with a complete global social, politi-
cal, and economic system.? It’s a world where
cosmic harmony and attunement motivates and
permeates each group and individual, and where
every nation and culture can come together in
solidarity and equity. If you’re thinking that all
of this sounds like a blend of Karl Marx’s com-
munism and H.P. Blavatsky’s Theosophical mysti-
cism, you're not far off.

Karl Marx

Spiritually Endorsing the Great
Atheist-Experiment

Marx, the founder of communism, postulated
a model for state control of all economic produc-
tion.* His ideas, interpreted and carried forward
by V.I. Lenin, Joseph Stalin, and Mao Tse-tung,
were an attempt to achieve the utopian ideal of
an atheist political and economic regime. The re-
sults of this experiment in paradise-building; over
100 million dead, millions more imprisoned, vast



regions depopulated, and suffering such as the
world has never before seen [for a statistical anal-
ysis of government sponsored mass murder, see
R.J. Rummel, Death By Government, Lethal Politics:
Soviet Genocide and Mass Murder Since 1917, and
China’s Bloody Century: Genocide and Mass Murder
Since 1900.]

But never mind the mountain range of corpses,
the New Age Movement and its spiritual masters
have somehow managed to transcend this bloody
utopian nightmare.

Benjamin Creme

Consider the following quotes from the New
Age spirit master, Maitreya the Christ, as chan-
neled to Benjamin Créme. Keep in mind; these
words were transmitted during the height of the
Cold War,

“Man is One. That, essentially, is what Marx
1s saying. Man 1s One, Humanity is One. Eventu-
ally, all social systems will tend towards a system
which encourages that brotherhood or Oneness of
man which Marx senses, as a spiritual Being.”>
(Author’s note: Maitreya then tells Créme that the

fault in the theory was how it was imposed!)

“In the future, the not too distant future, we will
come to see that all political systems are divine
expressions. There is more in common between
true Democracy and true Communism than there
would seem to be today. What is called commu-
nism today as it exists in Russia, China and the
Communist world, is in no sense true Commu-
nism, but it is an evolving structure, moving to-
wards a more perfect expression of the thought-
form as it exists in the Divine Mind; likewise with
Democracy.”¢

In another series of New Age messages chan-
neled during the Cold War, the spirit being calling
itself “I AM” transmitted an extensive plan for a
worker’s world communist paradise.

“The old world has come to its end. You know
that the end only happens once. It has been proph-
esied all through history, and the end of fantasies
comes now. Everyone waited for the end. Even
the Communists who said they were Communists
waited for the end. They taught that Capitalism
and Socialism could coexist together. Yes, they
can coexist together until the end; but Commu-
nism must begin now. Actually, everyone wants
Universal Communism, which is the same as real
Communism.

All the things I channeled through Karl Marx
follow the same social science and economics I
taught in the Bible and am teaching here...

The major religions are facing Socialism as a
force they can build my Kingdom with, and they
will take the initiative and introduce Communism
into it. No  sermon preached of any world reli-
gion that leaves out Marxism-Leninism can face
the immediate reality.”’

This is only one small portion of I AM’s mes-
sage. In fact, the entire text, titled God - Ultimate
Unlimited Mind - Speaks, is over 450 pages in length
and has, as a central theme, the literal establish-
ment of a “New World Government” through a
planetary form of “true” Communism.



China Executions Under Communist Rule

One particular Ascended Master, the Tibetan Mas-
ter Djwhal Khul [in the New Age an Ascended Mas-
ter is a highly evolved spiritual entity], channeled
the raisons de’étre for the despots and tyrants of the
last two hundred years, ascribing to them a high and
beneficial role in the development of human spiri-
tual enlightenment. Alice Bailey, one of the more
prominent leaders of the Theosophical movement
[Theosophy has been a key factor in the creation of
today’s modern New Age Movement]|, recorded the
Tibetan’s words in her book, The Externalisation of
the Hierarchy,

“They [France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portu-
gal] have...reacted to that force [Shamballa Force]
through the medium of certain great and outstand-
ing personalities who were peculiarly sensitive to the
will-to-power and the will-to-change and who...have
altered the character of their national life, and em-
phasised increasingly the wider human values. The
men who inspired the French revolution; the con-
queror, Napoleon; Bismarck, the creator of a nation;
Mussolini, the regenerator of his people; Hitler, who
lifted a distressed people upon his shoulders; Lenin,
the idealist; Stalin and Franco are all expressions of
the Shamballa force and of certain little understood
energies. These have wrought significant changes in
their day and generation...



We call these people dictators, demagogues, in-
spired leaders, or just and wise men, according to
our particular ideology, tradition, attitudes to our
fellowmen and our particular political, economic
and religious training. But all these leaders are...
in the last analysis, highly developed personalities.
They are being used to engineer great and needed
changes and to alter the face of civilization...

Blame not the personalities involved or the men
who produce these events before which we stand
today bewildered and appalled. They are only the
product of the past and the victims of the present.
At the same time, they are the agents of destiny,
the creators of the new order and the initiators
of the new civilization; they are the destroyers of
what must be destroyed before humanity can go
forward along the Lighted Way.”?

“...They are the destroyers of what must be de-
stroyed...” Think about it! This section of The Ex-
ternalisation of the Hierarchy was written in 1939,
the year World War II began. Hitler’s atrocities
against his own people — particularly the infirm
and incurables — was known by 1939, as was his
treatment of German Jews.” Mussolini’s tac-
tics were also known, as was the executions by
Franco’s Nationalists Spain.!® Lenin and Stalin’s
crushing of their own people, soaking the Russian
motherland with the blood of its citizens, was
known too.!! And the French Revolution, with
its forests of guillotines, had kick started revolu-
tionary ideologies that had bled Europe and other
parts of the world over and over again.!?

But remember, it was the master Djwhal Khul,
a spiritual entity that can supposedly transcend
time and space that basically proclaimed all of
this death and destruction as good and necessary.
Why? So that “humanity can go forward along
the Lighted Way.”

Welcome to the Real New Age

Please understand, not every New Age leader,
author, or medium speaks highly of communism
or despotism. Most of the time the word “com-
munism,” or the names of Marx or Lenin, nev-

er enters into the popular New Age lexicon. But
there is a remarkably similar vision between the
New Age “global society” — the ideal of a central-
ist system with a completely transformed human-
ity — and the centralist utopian visions of political
tyrants, complete with their various concepts of
human social transformation.

How so? The New Age Movement, like the po-
litical utopians of the twentieth century, seeks a
“perfect world” balanced by economic, political,
and spiritual unity and harmony. It’s the World
State, where global citizenship and planetary
spirituality merges into the “perfect centralized”
system.

In this mystical paradise, nature, man, and God
are placed on the same plane. Mankind, once spir-
itually evolved and recognizing its collective con-
sciousness, is God. Likewise, the despot rulers of
our immediate past exhibited this same ego-the-
ism: the atheist state, a product of evolved man,
was touted as God — and the Party and its leaders
were the voice of this despotic-state deity.

Both ideologies, in their various forms and con-
ceptions, sought and seek to re-create the Garden
of Eden. But this Garden, be it built by Leninism
or constructed by men and women who follow the
teachings of other-worldly voices, cannot escape
the facts of human nature — greed, arrogance,
and a never ending focus on self. And the “spirit
masters” pushing this centralist, New Age soci-
ety exhibit qualities that parallel human fallacies.
What would these channeled entities like to see
destroyed so that “humanity can go forward along
the Lighted Way”?

A utopian New Age, planetary community,
where tolerance is enforced in the name of diver-
sity, and mankind steered down the path of social
and spiritual transformation, doesn’t sound too
different from the Communist system — where the
hammer crushed indiscriminately and the sickle
reaped were it did not sow, all under the banner of
“peace” and harmony.



The Enigma of the Third Reich

“We have to take the Nazis seriously; after all
they were the authors of a regime that took the
lives of some 40 million people and the destruc-
tion of most of Europe... therefore, since such
people took occultism seriously, so should we.”
— David Morris, The Masks of Lucifer.!

“Political parties are inclined to compromis-
es; philosophies never.” — Adolf Hitler, Mein
Kampf.'*

The New Age Movement envisions a world
where “old norms” are torn down and newness
is embraced; and yet, in this remaking of society,
ancient powers, symbols, and mythologies are
heavily drawn upon.

The following words, penned by Adolf Hit-
ler, the leader of the National Socialist German
Worker’s Party, demonstrated the essential point
of Nazism: a new and fundamental philosophy.

“It was self-evident that the new movement
could hope to achieve the necessary importance
and the required strength for this gigantic strug-
gle only if it succeeded from the very first day in
arousing in the hearts of its supporters the holy
conviction that with it political life was to be giv-
en, not to a new election slogan, but to a new phi-
losophy of fundamental significance.”?

As the mystical-political expression of this
“holy conviction,” the Nazi Party’s new philoso-
phy centered on the interlocking ideals of Blood
and Soil, race and nature. Ultimately it was be-
lieved that humanity’s spiritual and cultural evo-
lution would rest on the strength of the German-
ized Aryan ideal. And then Europe burned.

It’s in the Roots

Forests of books have been published in an at-
tempt to explain Germany’s military actions, po-
litical structures, and overall historical impact.
And much thought has been given to Germany’s
social and cultural setting. But one area that

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky

hasn’t seen as much literature is in the realm of
German esoteric interests. There has been some
items published on this subject, but it’s hard to
find non-sensationalistic accounts. However, we
can glean some important material that points to
the philosophical roots — the “holy conviction”
— of the German National Socialist ideology.

Germany’s theological roots run deep; Martin
Luther’s strike against entrenched Roman Ca-
tholicism, and much of the ensuing Reformation
and Anabaptist movement, are historically signifi-
cant to Germany. As such, this particular nation
has been looked upon for centuries as a bastion
of theological thought and action. However, Ger-
many’s spiritual history encompasses more than
just the Reformation. Rosicrucian orders'® and
other esoteric schools of thought emerged from
the German heartland. But it wasn’t a German-
born who gave impetus to the Nazi philosophy; it
was a Russian-born woman by the name of Hel-
ena Petrovna Blavatsky — the founder of the Theo-
sophical Society.



Blavatsky, in her seminal work The Secret Doc-
trine, outlines the activities of “God” throughout
a number of evolutionary cycles. Each cycle, she
explained, witnessed the rise and fall of “root-
races,” and the pinnacle of mankind at this his-
torical stage of the cycle was represented by the
Aryan race. Furthermore, Blavatsky’s theosophi-
cal ideas also incorporated reincarnation, karma,
and other Hindu beliefs. Gnosticism, Hermetic
philosophies, Kabbalahism, Eastern religions, oc-
cult legends and mythologies: all of these streams
of spirituality funneled into Blavatsky’s writings.
And through this blending of mystical concepts,
her emphasis on racial development and evolu-
tionary hierarchy struck a cord within segments
of American, Indian, English, and German high-
society. It was also during this period, the late
1800s, that Social Darwinism was being culturally
embraced, giving a scientific justification for the
early 20th century idea of “racial hygiene.”

In 1884, the first German Theosophical Society
was established. But because of internal stresses
and outside accusations against Blavatsky, this
particular organization fell apart. However, the
interest in theosophy remained, and by 1896 a
German national branch of the International
Theosophical Brotherhood was established.!”

NOTE: Much of the following information was
gleaned from Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke’s aca-
demically oriented book, The Occult Roots of Na-
zism (New York University Press, 1985/1992).
Goodrick-Clarke is Professor of Western Esoteri-
cism, and Director of the Exeter Centre for the
Study of Esotericism, University of Exeter.

Out of this greater interest in theosophy — and
the re-organized German Theosophical Society
in particular — a number of splinter groups and
alternative esoteric organizations were birthed,
both in Germany and Austria. By the time World
War I had started in 1914, German occultism
and mysticism had taken on a number of forms;
from the volkisch mysticism of Guido von List
to Rudolf Steiner’s Anthroposophical Society,
from “irregular” Masonic and Rosicrucian lodges
to Theozoology and the Order of the New Tem-
plars. It could be said that German-central Eu-

rope was experiencing an occult renaissance, and
each of these movements (and others not listed)
played a part in creating an undercurrent of Ger-
manic spiritual adventurism. Moreover, many of
these esoteric groups viewed Jews as being a con-
taminant in the Aryan evolutionary line — think-
ing that would later find a political foothold in
National Socialism.

With the defeat of Germany in World War I, a
cultural and social vacuum precipitated an even
greater interest in Germanic mysticism, alterna-
tive pagan histories, and occultism. Riding this
wave, Rudolf J. Gorsleben kick-started a radi-
cal Aryan movement that centered on runes and
Germanic legends, creating “an original racist
mystery-religion which illuminated the priceless
magical heritage of the Aryans and justified their
spiritual and political world-supremacy.”!8

Thule Society logo




Wewelsburg Castle

The ideas of Karl Maria Wiligut also found
root during this time. Wiligut, a proclaimed Ger-
man sage with alleged clairvoyant skills, held to a
blend of racist “Ario-Christianity” and Teutonic
paganism. Later changing his name to Karl Ma-
ria Weisthor, Wiligut’s contribution to the Third
Reich was his involvement in the Wawelsburg
project — the complete remodeling of a castle near
Paderborn into an SS-order officer’s college and
pan-Germanic SS-spiritual center, complete with
pagan ceremonies and rituals.

Finally, during the years between the Great
War and World War II, an aristocrat named Ru-
dolf von Sebottendorff organized the Thule Soci-
ety. Drawing from earlier Germanic mythologies
and esoteric groups, such as the Germanenorden
— “an anti-Semitic group organized like a secret
quasi-masonic lodge”! - the Thule Society be-
came a haven for nationalistic leanings in light of
Germany'’s loss in the Great War.

Thule witnessed some interesting future Nazis
pass through its lodge doors: Alfred Rosenberg
— who became the Reich Minister for the East-
ern Occupied Territories, Dietrich Eckart — a key
early member of the Nazi Party and editor of
the Volkischer Beobachter [the Nazi Party newspa-
per], Rudolf Hess — the eventual Deputy of the
Fuehrer,”® and Ernst Rohm — who became the
Reichsminister of the SA.*!

The symbol of the Thule Society was a circular
swastika mounted atop of a double-edged dag-
ger.

The Third Reich

Adolf Hitler had come into contact with some
of these arcane doctrines and teachings, and was
no doubt influenced to a certain extent, particu-
larly from Thule interests and the mystical incli-
nations of Guido von List — a leading figure in
German esoteric and Aryan blood-and-race ide-
ologies.?

Mein Kampf, Hitler’s major work, indirectly
linked the meaning of the swastika with the Ary-
an racial mythologies of List,

“As National Socialists, we see our program in
our flag. In red we see the social ideal of the move-
ment, in white the nationalistic idea, in the swas-
tika the mission of the struggle for the victory of
the Aryan man, and, by the same token, the victory
of the idea of creative work, which as such always
has been and always will be anti-Semitic.” 23

But of all the major Nazi Party leaders, Hein-
rich Himmler, head of the SS, was most inclined
towards mystical interpretations. The SS, short for
Schutzstaffel, was originally an inner guard for the
Nazi leadership but as the regime evolved, the SS
took on multiple functions.?*

Historian Marc Rikmenspoel explains that,

“The official religious doctrine of the Nazi Party
and the SS was a sort of deism, an undefined belief
in God separate from any organized religion. The
SS, in particular, encouraged the belief in Nordic
paganism, and urged its members to abandon any
Christian denomination.”?

Another historian, Heather Pringle, author of
The Master Plan: Himmler’s Scholars and the Holo-
caust, gives a further explanation.

“...Nazism needed a state religion. And it need-
ed a god, or perhaps several gods, as well as suit-
able rituals to take the place of Mass and other



Heinrich Himmler

Christian services. Himmler was strongly inclined
to borrow these rituals, and he sawno better
place to look for them than in the history of Ger-
many’s ancestors — the Germanic tribes and their
Aryan forebears. He believed that the old pagan
gods would be capable of weaning SS men from
their Christian faiths. Indeed, as he later confided
to his personal physician, he intended to make
every SS-Mann drop his traditional church affili-
ation. ‘After the war,” he explained, ‘the old Ger-
manic gods will be restored’.”?

Certainly a large part of this mystical orienta-
tion came from Himmler’s close association with
Karl Wiligut. Nazi historian Nocholas Goodrick-
Clarke explains,

“By virtue of his [Wiligut] alleged possession
of ancestral memory and an inspired representa-
tion of archaic Germanic traditions, he became
the favoured mentor of Reichsfuhrer-SS Heinrich
Himmler on mythological subjects and was given
an official assignment for prehistorical research in
the SS between 1933 and 1939.”%

Adding to this, Goodrick-Clarke writes,

“Among the top leaders of the Third Reich,
Himmler appears the most ambiguous personal-
ity, motivated simultaneously by a capacity for ra-
tional planning and by unreal fantasies. His zeal
for order, punctuality, and administrative detail,
and the pedantic impression of an ‘intelligent pri-
mary school teacher,” were seemingly belied by
his enthusiasm for the utopian, the romantic and
even the occult. It was Himmler’s idealistic imagi-
nation which led to a visionary conception of the
SS and its future role: his black-uniformed troops
would pro vide both the bloodstock of the future
Aryan master-race and the ideological elite of an
ever-expanding Greater Germanic Reich.”?8

Keep in mind, Himmler was the organizer of
the concentration camp system, and specific units
within his SS were tasked with carrying out the
“Final Solution” against the European Jews.

From the employment of runes to the celebra-
tion of the swastika sun symbol, from the racial-
ly motivated mystical philosophies of an Aryan
blood-line to the esoteric teachings of a pagan-
Germanic pre-history, the “holy conviction” of
the National Socialist German Worker’s Party — a
blend of occultism and racism — culminated in
one of the worst atrocities in human history.

But there is a twist. Knowing that the Nazi’s
ideology was fixated on arcane beliefs, the per-
secution of German Freemasonry, Rosicrucian
orders, and even pan-Germanic mystical associa-
tions needs to be addressed. Understand, Hitler
and his regime pursued these groups with a bent
toward their destruction; even historically linked
Germanic esoteric organizations that had helped
establish the philosophical ideals of the Reich
were targeted. Given the fact that the Nazi Par-
ty was the political expression of various arcane
doctrines, some critics have suggested that this
purging throws doubt on the esoteric foundation
for Nazism. Not so.

On the eve of World War II, Hermann Raus-
chning, a former advisor to Hitler and president of
the Danzig Senate, attempted to warn the world



of Nazism’s ultimate aim by publishing his book,
The Revolution of Nihilism: Warning to the West.
Commenting on Freemasonry and other secretive
societies in Germany, and their relationship to
National Socialism, Rauschning wrote,

“If we try to understand what it is that tempts
Hitler again and again to dwell on Freemasonry,
on the Jesuits, or on the Teutonic Order, we come
close to the essential secret of the National So-
cialist elite, the ‘mystery,’” as the Teutonic Order
called it, the esoteric doctrine confined to the
brethren who were called to initiation. It was the
piecemeal character of their initiation into secret
aims, the aims and methods of a ruling class, by
stages of discipline, enlightenment, liberation,
that set the eyes of National Socialism in envious
rivalry on such organizations as Freemasonry.”%

Simply put, all rivalries must be removed — no
matter how close the historical associations may
be, such as was the case with Theosophy. These
perceived rivalries were not based on opposing
viewpoints, but on the notion that they competed
with the loyalty demands of Nazism.

So why is it important to understand all this
complex and obscure Nazi esoteric history?

First, the simple fact is that as a movement Na-
zism re-forged the entire structure of Europe, and
continues to have lasting social repercussions (po-
litically and culturally, today’s European Union
was birthed from the ashes of World War II and
the Nazi’s impact on European life). This fact
alone demands we examine its deeper roots.

Secondly, and of immense importance, is the
fact that the Nazi’s historical philosophies were
grounded in the same ideologies that today com-
prise the New Age Movement. Remember Bla-
vatsky’s Theosophy and its early role in the de-
velopment of Germanic mysticism? Theosophy is
the root of today’s New Age Movement.

Consider this statement from Cherry Gilchrist,
author of Theosophy: The Wisdom of the Ages,

“Though its origins lie in the nineteenth centu-

ry, the theosophical perspective has much in com-
mon with that of the New Age, and, it can fairly
be said, it is the impetus of Theosophy that has
enabled the whole New Age movement to come
into being.”3°

Blavatsky’s influence upon Germanic-pagan
culture was substantial. It opened the door to the
esoteric side of the Third Reich. Today the West
is rapidly becoming post-Christian, and the New
Age Movement has opened the door to a cultur-
ally accepted neo-Pagan worldview. The words
of Hitler return: “Political parties are inclined to
compromises; philosophies never.”

Conclusion

The fastest growing religion in Canada by per-
centages is Paganism (280% growth from 1991
to 2001 census).’! In the United States it doesn’t
matter what part of the country a person goes to,
these same New Age/pagan influences can be
found: Just walk into any major bookstore. And
Hollywood 1s pumping out as much occult-en-
tertainment as possible. Indeed, it seems the en-
tertainment industry’s most prevalent themes are
spiritual in nature.

Knowing how certain elements in the New Age
view despotic governments, and how Theosophy
induced such a system in Germany, it behooves us
to take seriously the spiritual struggle now taking
place in the Western world. Ideas do have conse-
quences, and cultures are shaped by philosophies
and religious convictions.

For Christians, it is time to stand firm in truth,
and be ready to “give an answer” for the hope
within us. JAC

Carl Teichrib is editor of Forcing Change (www.
forcingchange.org), a monthly publication on

world change issues.
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